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A Christmas
Meditation
A theme of hymn and sermon
especially at Christmastime
might be called “ if only.”
If only we had lived then, and
could have gone to the crib.
If only we could have seen Jesus
in the flesh, perhaps later chi
heard him preach, even become
one of his apostles.
If cwily we were like Martha,
privileged to be his hostess,
or Mary, to sit at his feet.

It’s quite a shame that exams
are given so close to that joyous
season of Christmas. That fam
iliar spirit will emerge if one
will forget for a moment those
frustrations and pressures that
accompany examination time.
Reminiscence is all that is nec
essary for the feelings of hap
piness to evolve from the art of
giving, receiving and Santa Claus.
Yes, Santa Claus - that jolly,
old fellow who plops through the
chimney and kisses “ mommy”
underneath the mistletoe.
This season is a favorite
of children who anticipate the
arrival of Santa early Christmas
morning. This time of year,
though, touches a soft spot in
everyone’s heart as adults be
lieve in the kind of Santa which
evolves out of the joy in giving
and receiving. The blinking lights
on the tree, the smell of pine,
the soft voice of good old Bing,
and the ringing of the Salvation
Army bell brings forth memories
of japprehension, anxiety, and an
ticipation of bright wrapping
paper and big, red ribbons ready
to be torn to pieces.
As maturity emerges, though,
this joy becomes stifled as the
Christmas “ rush” generates.
The adult’s notion of Christmas
happiness is disfigured by the
frustrations that develop from
long cashier lines in stores,
lack of spaces in parking lots,
and high prices of Yule orna
ments. Adults tend only to be
concerned with the problem of
finishing the Christmas shopping
before the “ rush” commences.
They also complain about the
large amounts of gifts they must
give because they are probably
going to receive one from “ such
and such a person.” Shopping
malls are packed with those pushy
old ladies who nudge through
crowds to buy the cheapest gift
possible and screaming brats
who are grudgingly yanked by
their mothers to hurry along.

People can actually exper
ience the Christmas spirit if they
would only stop and think and not
worry about the crowds and the
“ picked-over” stock in stores.
Giving should be a self-satisfying
experience and it should not take
on humble aspirations. People
should take pride and feel joy
in this action which denies the
ancient Christian notion that
anonymous charity will open the
path to heaven. But people can
compromise between the spirit
ual and the earthly lusts ’ and
give themselves freedom to enjoy
a worldly passion. William
Wordsworth’s poem, “ The Old
Cumberland Beggar,” retorts
this idea and claims that men
should take pride and ' feel joy
in giving to others who are un
fortunate.
The
Christmas
season
should be enjoyed and cherished
by. people of all ages. ‘Tis the
season to dismiss mature inhib
itions and actually exclaim,
“ Merry Christmas” to strangers
who pass by on the streets.
-Nancy J. Balbick

The sermon usually goes on to say
how privileged were those who
lived then.
“ If only” we had been among
them.
The preacher or hymn writer
completely misses two points.
The first is that many people
who did live then didn’t rec
ognize Jesus as anyone out of
the ordinary.
By and large they ignored him,
living in the flesh, right under
their noses.
The second point is that Jesus
lives today, in humanity as
much as in heaven.
We have just as much opportun
ity to see him, to hear his word,
even to become his" followers.
Nor is the divine presence some
how diluted when it exists no
longer in the unique bodies
and hearts of human beings.
He is present many times over
— in the hungry, the poor,
in the teacher of truth, in the
one who befriends us, in the
artist who gives form to the
Spirit, in all those who bring
love to the world.
The answer we should make to
this presence is not to sing,
“ 0 come, let us adore him.”
It is rather: Come, let us know
him, living in the world, and
cherish the earth and its
people.
Joseph Thomas Nolan
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Editorial
We Americans are proud of our country’s title, “ the melting pot
of the world.” We have been successful in -.merging large numbers
of vastly different ethnic groups into our cultural framework - all
united under the English language. Yet, this melting pot attitude has
paved the way for a complacency towards learning another language
besides English.
The United ¡States is geographically isolated from the multi
lingual influence of Europe. Our founding fathers spoke only English
and it. was assumed that generations to follow would preserve the
mother tongue. However, our English predecessors did not realize
that when they established a religious haven here in the United State-s,
they would later open the door for the ethnically persecuted. Those
who did seek political, religious, cultural asylum found that acquiring
fluency in the English language was necessary for survival.
Unlike Europeans, who are in constant contact with their neighbors
who speak other languages, we Americans virtually ignor^our neigh
bors to the south and north who certainly speak languages other than
English. Only recently, with the rising separatist movement in Quebec,
have we been made aware of the national pride existing in other
countries and the sudden effort they are making to preserve their
native language.
More and more students find it useful to have some background
of a language in preparation for later careers. Consider the case of
the woman who reported to the Physical Therapy Department of a
Lewiston in c ita i, obviously in need of treatment. This woman
could not speak a word of English, only Italian. It was fortunate that
some staff members there had some language background and were
able to calm her down and see that she was given the proper attention.
Even if one never gets past a second level high school foreign
language course, that student has at least been exposed to a different
culture, a different way of life, even a different way of thinking.
Unfortunately, when one gets to college and is handed a four-year
course outline which includes a set number of electives followed
by asterisks implying that your department has more or less deter
mined how you are to spend that block of “ open credits” - what
option is left for the student who would like to further his studies
in a foreign language? Many students have been reportedly discour
aged from pursuing further studies in a language in order that they
may be totally immersed in their concentration. Can these allotted
credit hours truly be called electives? The word elective itself
implies a matter of choice. If it has been predetermined how the
student is to spend these credit hours, perhaps we should refer to
them as “ credit hours granted to the intensified study of one’s
concentration” or some other title to that effect.
We Americans do not even recognize the importance of our own
language. We fail to recall the cases in history in which entire
countries were culturally underminded and eventually overthrown
simply because their language was taken Over and replaced by the
native tongue of the invading forpej
’ ,
^
I had a rather rude awakening that dispelled my arrogant as
sumption that only God and the literate spoke English. While still
a senior in high school, I traveled with a group of friends through
Quebec City. Visiting Canada was not a new experience for me.
I had previously spent some time in Toronto ancT was aware of
the existing bilingual tendencies. I knew that the French language
was alive and well, but as a tourist in another country I had been
pacified by considerate French'people who were willing to commun
icate in English. Assuming that Quebec was equally cooperative
with their tourists, I proceeded to purchase an item in a store
with a Traveler’s Check. I presented the clerk with the check and
could tell immediately from the expression on her face that all was
not well. The situation grew worse when I discovered that she either
could not or simply refused to speak English. I finally choked out
enough high school French and went about my business - trying to
untanble the knot that had just formed in my stomach. A friend
had a sim ilar experience in a restaurant. The waitress refused
to take his order unless he gave it to her in French - informing
him that “ When you’re in my country, you speak my language!” She then turned to two French Canadian girls sitting behind him
and asked them in English for their order, to which they responded
in English.
If not mèrely for the opportunity to expand one’s frame of refer
ence and experience a way of life vastly different from one’s own,
we .eventually must realize tHe significance of attaining something
of a working knowledge of a language besides our own. English
will not always function as a cultural passport.
-Andrea Ross

Letters To The Editor
Editor:
I have attended Daemen College for the past three semes- .
ters. In the two semester periods
of last year, I became aware of
the dismayed feelings of some of
the students about our then almost
nil sports program. Many felt
that flag-football was “ dominating the scene” and further added
that it “ wasn’t much of a sport
in the first place!” I thought
that since there is no equipment
worn, it makes the game a rather,
physical one. But besides that,
I’m writing this article about this
year’s sports program. In particular, I would like to air my
views about the articles published
in the December 9th issue of the
ASCENT.
In these articles, many facets
of hate and undermindedness
came to light about the mem
bers of the Daemen Boxing Club.
Having been written by four girls
from Daemen (one wrote her own
article and three wrote another), v
I . think the articles were filled
with false accusations, misleading information, and a bias as
well. For example, was the survey taken by these women carried
out in Lourdes Hall? Was the percentage of men equal to the percentage of women in the survey?!
Was it in fact a “ random sample”
of our population?
The article stated that it was
a random sample, but I disagree.
Of course, this is my opinion
which was another small item
these girls found useful to state.
They even went so far.as to use
generalities such as “ it makes
you want to transfer.” I, for one,
do not want to transfer. Yet they
seem to think the person reading it would, too!
Below I wish to include a
statement made by one of
Daemen’s boxers: “ I suppose .
that the girls who wrote the
last front page Story would expect

Ba b ysitters
Needed
An on-campus babysitting
service is being established for
Spring Semester ’78 by the Ex
tended Studies Program. If you
are interested and available for
evening and Saturday babysitting
at a campus location, complete
an application blank available
in the Placement Office (DS111).
Projected starting date is Jan
uary 24, so you should sign up
before you leave for the sem
ester break.

f —''
me to -say, ‘L-L-Look if yous
don’t like boxers den shut ya
@7$#40 moutl’ But the truth is
that this type of thinking only
serves to promote an outdated
and untrue stereotype. A boxer
is a thinking individual, doing
what he does, doing it well,
and requiring intellectual prowess as well as physical. One
should not let an assinine stereotype interfere with their logical judgment of the kind of
image another brings to their
beloved . college. Rather, they
should use their judgment to consider ways in which they could
promote the image of Daemen.
The boxers can only do so much,
and have every intention of supporting, a positive image of Daemen College.”

Another one of these Comments included in the article was,
. .various persons, who were
willing to stick their necks out,
were lucky it wasn’t discarded
in the end.” Is Mary Ellen Stern
(the author of the article) their
mother? The lack of supportive
evidence is inexcusable! A 'sarcastic, unfounded statement such
as, “ it’s obviously^ staged shot”
was given by one of the girls,
Is she that good at photography
as to determine such a conelusion? Or was it one of those
“ thousand words from one picture, two second article?”
How is it that three girls
who work with the ASCENT get
their article on the front page
is beyond me! Why is it that our
sports program has to be criticized for 3/4 of a page in our
four-page paper I’ll never know!
It just seemed! to me that the
authors wanted to fill our reading enjoyment with unjustifiable
sarcasm!
-Michael Risman

Blood Drive
Successful
On Monday, December 12, an
emergency bloodmobile unit was
stationed on campus to compen
sate for a broken promise made
by a company to donate over
800 pints of blood to the Red
Cross. Daring Daemen students,
faculty and personnel filed into
the social room of Wick to help
alleviate the disastrous situation.
The Red Cross Blood Drive,
sponsored by the Sigma Omega
Chi Sorority, obtained sixty-six
pints of blood from the Daemen
community. The participants are
to be commended for their ef
forts in this giving season.

” 1 W ant An Education. I W ant To B o x .”
Although the editorials in this newspaper deal with about as much
impact aS the Edsel on the automobile industry, I would hope that what
follows will. just, make people think about what they are doing for the
betterment of Daemen College.
Some people are trying to make higher education more accessible
through opportunity programs. A good number of the people who come
to this school do not come 'simply because of the high degree of
academics offered here. They are drawn here by some form of “ draw
ing card,” and whether that factor which brings them here is education,
a basketball team or a boxing club is not important. What is important
is that this “ drawing card” brings to college a segment of our society
who may not have thought about higher education otherwise. This
portion of our society can be very useful, and will probably succeed
in our world as professionals because of their sense of “ worldliness.”
This is to say that they were not nurtured in an educational society,
but in a real world, where one is more apt to understand the require
ments in order to succeed in that world.
Sometimes, though, people locked up in the educational society,
“ the world of hypothesis,” forget that in the real'world people need
to be consulted ♦and need to feel that they have been a part of the
hypothetical plan. This would make the path to realization of this

plan quite a bit easier. In other words, the “ big guys” should not
forget the “ little guys.” This is especially true if the “ little guys”
pay forty-four hundred dollars a year to have a stake in a common
goal - that is, the best possible educational institution we could have.
On the other hand, the “ little guys” sometimes forget that
administrators must use their initiative, in some cases, and gamble
with their decisions in hope that all is in favor of attaining that final
goal.
By now everyone has been sufficiently insulted, judging from past
reactions to relatively trivial occurences and statements. This was not
the intent of the editorial. You may ask, what has the writer done for
Daemen? I’ll tell you. I have invested fourteen hundred dollars in
Daemen for the purpose of receiving an education, which I expected
to be of the highest possible standards. As of yet I have not been
disappointed. I want an education. That is all, except that I happen to
like to box. I want to be allowed to do this without restrictions from
the administration because of political reasons, and without the
unjustified verbal hammering I* have experienced in the past from
the student body.
I want an education.
-Dave Paschall
I want to box.
~ S p o r t s
Editor, the ASCENT

Editorial
Response
Dear Mr. Risman:
You are mistaken when you
claim that we, the three girls
who wrote the front-page a r
ticle, not the letter to the ed
itor, (please note the difference)
made sweeping generalizations
and furthered the stereotyped
image of the boxing team. There
is no case in which we-directly
imply that a boxer is not a
“ thinking individual.” We d ir
ected our attack towards the CE
article itself. In fact, the very
last paragraph questions the val
idity of the statement that the
CE article shed some light on
“ an unique situation on campus.”
Then and only then was there
any direct reference to the box
ing team itself. How can this be
read as a stereotype?
* Yes, we too are concerned
with Daemen’s image. That is
the intent of our article. No doubt
the boxing team may be one way
of offering an incentive for attain
ing a higher education. Our ques
tion: Did the CE article present
this alternative in the best man
ner possible? The authors of the
two letters to the editor were also
concerned with Daemen’s image.
Yet, please note, that there is
room for opinion in Editorials
and Letters to the Editors, not
in expository articles. We are just
as pleased with Daemen’s new
sports program as you are and
never once did we attack the
sports program itself. You are
mistaken when you state that the
article was criticizing the sports
program or even the boxing team
for that matter.
We felt that the mere fact
that the CE article provoked
negative (as well as positive)
responses on this campus was
enough to write an article pre
senting the controversy. The
“ random survey” was taken from
faculty, administration and stu
dents of both sexes. The article
was solely concerned with the
controversy that was stimulated.
We elaborated on the negative
response of the CE article be
cause that’s what provoked the
controversy. By the way, no,
Mary Ellen Stern is not our mo
ther.
-Andrea Ross
-Denise M. Siuda
-Barbara A. Thompson

Rings
Rung!
Attention! Anyone who or
dered and received a school ring
from Art Carved in Austin, Tex
as, please check to see if the
name of the school is spelled
correctly. One type of ring may
have Daemen spelled “ Daeman.”
If your ring has this error,
please return it to the Daemen
Scholarshop, and they will take
care of the problem.

NOTE: The editorial comments
which appear in the ASCENT
are not necessarily the views
of the entire, staff. Any com
ment contrary to these opinions
is welcomed.

ACTIVE SEMESTER
AHEAD
Governing Board, one of the
three branches of the Student
Association, has had a very ac
tive fail semester. Some of its
projects will be carrying over
into the spring semester, and
several new ones will be added.
The ISC Committee of the
Governing Board has been very
involved at the state and regional
levels this semester. Elizabeth
van der Meulen is the chairper
son of the committee and helped
to organize the ISC regional sem
inar that was held at Daemen
on November 19. Marcia Holmes
is chairperson of the state mem
bership committee and is on the
ISC executive board. Daemen stu
dents are represented on all ISC
committees. It is this involve
ment that has made Daemen a
statewide reputation in this or
ganization. Representatives have
been sent to three meetings in
Albany this semester to work on
the legislative lobbying platform
that will be supported this year.
Governing Board intends to send
representatives to two more
meetings next semester, and in
volve itself with lobbying efforts
4 it home and in Albany.
Class elections held last fall
were organized by the Govern
ing Board. This involved recruit
ing candidates, where necessary,
and taking care of voting. Work
ers from the Board of Elections
came to set the machine, and
the Governing' Board, with the
help of class officers and others,
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operated the voting machine dur
ing lunch hours. Next semester,
class officers, as well as Student
Association elections will be con
ducted, and Governing Board will
be involved again. In addition,
Governing Board hopes to draw
up concrete class election pol
icies to guide future elections.
All clubs that wish to receive
funds ' from the Student Assoc
iation must submit a constitution*
and a budget. The constitution
is reviewed by the Governing
Board, which makes sure the con
stitution is sound. It then passés
along all approved constitutions
to the S.A. Senate for funding.
The subject of Judicial and
Hearing Boards to handle student
grievances has been an important
area this semester, and will con
tinue to occupy attention in the
spring. Committee members at
tended a conference Jield in Troy
during- November on the topic of
the College Student and the Law.
The committee has been seeking
input from various sources and
will continue to work on the dev
elopment of a viable grievance
system.
One big project for the Gov
erning Board this sem ester has
been the Student Evaluation of
Instructor and Course. The Ev
aluations committee reworked
the form previously used at Dae
men. Their goal was to stream"line* the form; to make it easier
to fill out and more to the point.

Faculty, students, and adminis
tration were consulted for their
opinions on areas the evaluation
should cover. The.finished form
will be administered to all clas
ses at the ends of the fa ir and
spring semesters. Governing
Board is coordinating the stu
dents whef"will be administer
ing the evaluation.
The major new project the
Governing Board will be working
on in the spring semester is the
revision of. the Student Handbook.
A handbook is very important,
as it outlines rules, regulations,
requirements and procedures in
volved in a student’s career at
Daemen. The student handbook
was last published in 1976, and
is in need of revision, due in part
to the change in student govern
ment that took effect this fall.
The spring sem ester prom
ises to be very active for the
Governing Board,* with these
areas occupying its time. As
always, the Governing Board will
seek to aid where ever there ap
pears to be student interest.
-Kim Davison

At Daemen, students are nom
inated by their Concentration
Chairmen, the Student Personnel
Staff, Senior Class Officers or
Junior Class Officers. The stu
dents are chosen based on the
contributions they have made to
the college, academically and
socially, and on their particip
ation and leadership in campus
events and activities.
The following students have
received this honor for the 197778 academic year:
Kathleen N. Anderson; Maur
een A. Cannon; Michael A. Ce
sar; David L. Cook; MeIodée
Ann DiRusso; Janet S. Elmer;
Michael V. Farley; Rosanna Kodey Gabner; Randÿ K. Gerlach;
Donna M. Giglia; Joyce V. Has-
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kell, SSJ; James R. Lash; James
F. Lattner; Joann M. Lewandowski; Margaret T. Lynch; Jocelyn
A. McCullough; PamelaC.Moore
Kathleen Murphy; Ann Marie
Risco; Susan Marie Rocco; Linda
M. Stone; Bonnie M. Szymoniak;
Carleen M. Twomey; Elizabeth
A. Van der Meulen; Laurie A.
Wolfe.
Alternates: David E^ Donlin;
Rose M. Marrobitt.
Congratulations to ajl the stu
dents, and we hope they find as
much success in the rest of their
lives as they have here at
Daemen.
-Denise M. Siuda
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Winter Weekend got off to a
big start Thursday, December 1,
with a Coffeehouse in Schenck
Lounge. Christmas spirit was
strong as happyNstudents, taking
a break from their studies, lis
tened while various performers
filled the air with music. The
listeners were treated to free
wine and cheese as they enjoyed
the fine sounds of Michael F a r
ley, Carleen Twomey, Jim Lash,
Nancy Crissy, a folk band from
U.B. and others.

Saturday afternoon Daemen
held a Superstars competition
at the college and across the
street at Amherst High School.
Events included volleyball, 880
relay race, six pack pitch-in*
obstacle course, frisbee throw
and a tug-of-war. A light snow
fall added a seasonal touch to the
proceedings.

Honored

Besides being honored for
their academic' and community
achievements, the candidates re 
ceive an award, stating that they
are a member of Who’s Who,
plus . other lifetime benefits.
These benefits include the right
to use a special Reference Place
ment Service, which can be used
in seeking post-graduate employ
ment or fellowships.

BÊÊÊÊÊÊ/ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊtl
. ................... _....:

Friday night the mood changed
when a beer blast was held in
the Rathskeller. Free beer and
popcorn were offered from nine
to ten to a sizable crowd.

Daemen Students
This year Daemen College
has nominated twenty-seven stu
dents, two of them alternates,
for national recognition in Who’s
Who Among Studenfs in American
Universities and Colleges. The
program, instituted in 1934, has
over 1,100 institutions of higher
learning which nominate can
didates annually.

Sparkling Weekend

That same evening, the an
nual Christmas dance was held
in Wick Dining Room. The bright
Christmas decorations helped to
make the event a spirited suc
cess. Everyone was all dressed
up and ready' to glow. Perhaps
it was all the Christmas glitter,
the tinsel and the twinkle that set
the stage for everyone to sparkle.
Providing the entertainment
was the New YorkTransferBand,
with songs ranging from White
Christmas to the twisting rock
and roll sounds of Elvis Presley
and the Beatles.

The main attraction seemed
to be Frosty the Snowman danc
ing his way across the floor into
everyone’s hearts. Along with
Frosty,
another
attraction
though of a different kind, was
the open bar, with Randy Ger
lach and others. Since the frosty
Buffalo air makes appetites rav
enous there were hors d’oeuvres
for everyone to enjoy. Also, many
couples had their pictures
snapped under the mistletoe, the
tender kisses adding to the joy
of the season.
Sunday brought the conclusion
of Winter Weekend with a suc
cessful skating party at Holiday
Twin Rinks. The approximately
eight-five people who attended
returned to Daemen for free hot
chocolate and doughnuts, the
traditional perfect ending to a
perfect day, and perfect weekend.

-K risti Guerriro
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Superstars competiti

Peer Into Counseling
Dr. Tammy Halpern of the
Counseling Office is looking for
people who are willing to offer
their services to help their fellow
students. The Peer Counseling
Group needs interested students
to help others get acquainted
with the school and its surround
ings. If you are warm, friendly
and can reach out to others, then
one-third of the requirements
have been met. Other require
ments include a three hour sem
inar in counseling entitled, “ The
ory and Practice” offered by
Dr. Halpern on Thursday from
2:30 to 5:00. Even if you are
simply interested in psychology,
you are more than welcome to
attend the class.

Also, a few interviews are
required to become a full coun
selor. The biggest challenge the
counselors meet will be at Fresh
man Orientation where partici
pants will be needed to help the
startled nèw freshmen. After
that, a peer counselor could run
across everything from a broken
fingernail to a semi-hysterical
student who thinks he just cannot
cope. In any event, most students
just need to talk, and peer coun
selors can provide sympathetic
ears.
If any student joins now they
will be able to participate in the
Family Symposium on April 15.
Between 2:30 . and 5:00, the
College Community and Buffalo

area residents will be taking
part in lectures and workshops
concerning today’s familyandthe
problems which it faces.
Other things sponsored by the
, Counseling Department include
Sensitivity Groups, Weight Loss
Groups and a program called
Women and the Decision Making
Process.
If any of this sounds good to
you just drop into the Counseling
Offices and offer your time. It
is the most important thing you
can give to help others.
-July Wroblewski
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There’s A New T w is t
To Financial Aid
It is time to start thinking
about applying for Financial Aid
for the academic year 1978-79.
This year there are a few new
twists to the application proced
ure; but they should make it
easier.

F irst of all, there no longer
will be a Parents’ Confidential
Statement (PCS). All students,
whether dependent or independ
ent, will complete the Financial
Aid Form (FAF). As before,
the FAF must be sent to Prince
ton, New Jersey for processing.

The FAF will also take the
place of the BEOG application.
Number 83 on the FAF will be
used if you wish to apply for
BEOG.
The Financial Aid Office,
also, has an application for F i
nancial Aid which must be com

pleted by all students applying
for Financial Aid. This as well
as the FAF are available from the
Financial Aid Office now and
should be filed as soon as pos
sible after January 1, 1978.

The TAP Application will be
available in April, 1978.

On January 30, 1978, in
Schenck Lounge, 7:30 p.m„ the
Financial Aid Office will be hold
ing a workshop to help students
and parents complete the applic
ations. We will also answer any
questions you may have on fi
nancial aid. Remember to bring
your 1977 federal Income Tax
Form (1040) to the workshop.

Remember, the earlier you
apply for Financial Aid (after
January 1) the better chance
you will have of receiving aid
for next year.

Demon
Coach
Hopeful
Donna Rebadow is the coach
for the Daemen girls basketball
team, and she is pretty happy
about it.
Donna says that she is get
ting a lot out of being able to
work with these young, ambit
ious women. Even though the
team stands at 0 and 4, the
coach is very proud of the con
stant effort on the court.
This continuous effort and the
pride which they have in them
selves was evident even during a
rough 102-26 romping by Canisius College. In this game, the
Demons got into foul trouble
and had to finish the game with
only four girls. Canisius then
kept the press and fast break
coming at the Demons, but the
girls just would not quit.
Coach Rebadow is looking for
ward to the return of Sue Mack
who now has a broken foot. When
healthy, Ms. Mack shows shades
of Bob Lanier. Her outside shoot
ing is excellent and her rebound
ing will be an asset to the team.
Donna sees the beginnings of a
fast break offense in Teri Dona
hue and Debbie Shorre. Anyway,
the watchword for the Demon
girls is “ lookout,” because they
won’t quit.
-Dave Paschall

Assesment Of T.V .
Identity Models

. Dr. Thomas W. Miller
Parents, you’ve got an ad
versary. It’s probably sitting in
nocently in your family room
waiting to pounce. Of course,
television isn't all that bad, but
according to Dr. Thomas W.
Miller, there is a growing body
of evidence to suggest that tele
vision provides a “ wealth- of
negative identity models for the
American family.”
Dr. Miller, former acting
Vice-President for Student Af
fairs at Daemen College and
present Clinical Psychologist at
the Veterans Administration
Hospital here in Buffalo sug
gests in an article to be pub
lished in the December, issue
of the ‘‘Internatonal Journal of
Family Therapy,” that televis
ion presents many negative mo
dels which may influence chil
dren.
The article, “ Impact erfTele
vision Programming for Children
on Family Life: Issues for Fam
ily Therapy,” is based on a
study conducted by Dr. Miller
while at Daemen. It attempts to
assess identity models offered
by a variety of children's tele
vision programs. A rating sys
tem was devised by Miller,
whereby programs were eval
uated on the basis of verbal and
non-verbal response patterns.

, “ Verbal response patterns
involved verbal praise, approval,
laughing and the like. Other ver
bal response patterns like “ stu
pid,” “ dummy,” etc., when used
in reference to 'a person’s be
havior, verbilizations or self,
were viewed as negative or harm
ful response patterns.”
The types of programs in
volved in the study included:
cartoon-animal characters, cartoon-individual characters, car
toon group or family characters ■,
human live action, and education
al programs.
In comparison with other chil
dren’s programs it was statis
tically significant that education
al programs were measured to be
more helpful than harmful to the
pre-school child. After all, some
television programming can en
hance family interaction, in
crease the child's vocabulary
and provide healthy modeling of
behavior.
On the other hand, Dr.
Miller’s article points out that
a child left to watch television
without guidance may become
so “ intoxicated” with this type

of sensory stimulation that it
may inhibit other activities. Also,
“ there is a serious deficit to
be realized in several of the car
toon features as they are related
to social behavior. . . The fre
quency and intensity of non-ver
bal response patterns including
hitting, pounding one's head with
instruments, and outwitting the
opponent by dropping rocks or
other huge materials on the op
ponents offers a conceptual
framework that fails to consider
the viewer’s ability to imitate
and not realize the consequences
of his/her behavior.” Here are
models, butynfortunately not the
ones parents want their children
to imitate.

The full import of the effect
iveness of television's influence
on children has not yet been
determined. In the words of Dr.
Miller, “ television is too new
to be able to tell what it can
cause.” One thing Dr. Miller
does suggest to parents is that
they should “ become more keenly
aware of how much, the content,
and quality of the programs their
children watch.”
-Barbara A.Thompson

SPECIALS”
MONDAY:
Schmidts $.35.
Pitcher $2.00.
TUESDAY:
Ladies Night.
All mixed drinks
$.75 for ladies.
WEDNESDAY:
Wine Specials.
Glass $.50.
Small Carafe $1.50,
Large Carafe $2.50.
THURSDAY:
Screwdriver $.55.
tequila Sunrise $.55.
SUNDAY:
Pitcher of Schm idts &
Double Order of
Chicken Wings $3.99.

ThfWaOBSHEB
84 Sweeney Street
N. Tonawanda, NY
694-0100

M en’s Basketball
Still Going Strong
Men’s basketball has turned
out to be a total plus for the
Daemen Athletic Department.
After opening with an 81 to
76 win over Erie Community
College on November 15, they
have been going strong ever
since. The Demons stand at six
and two for the season, their two
losses occuring at the hands of
Dominican College and Villa
Maria, the former loss was in a
tournament at Seneca Falls, N. Y.
Coach Mike Eckenroth attrib
utes their successes on the court
to “ everything.” He says the fast
break has been executed well
all season thanks to the quick
ness trf Joe Rhett, Tommy Wil

liams and Garcia Leonard. The
Demons tight man to man de
fense has forced the opponent
to take low percentage shots.
This enables Daemen to get the
ball back and score.
Daemen's high scorers so far
have been Joe Brown, Rhett Bev
erly, and Tony Jenkins, with Rhett
also scoring well at the foul line.
Billy Hatten and Tony Jenkins
have helped out immensely at re 
bounds.
Put all that together and you
have “ everything” you need.
Don’t miss the rest of the season
games. If you attend, you won’t
be disappointed.
-Dave Paschall,
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